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read, as to Clamour, &c. : 

read, as for the Difficulty, &c. 

Line 4, read, J have however, &c. 

In the. Note, read, Scirrhous Tu- 

mours, Fc. 

read, but in reſpect to Pain, Sc. 

For, and ſpreading, read, {preatle 
ing, &c. 

Line the laſt but one, dele likewiſe, 


For, Amputation had, read, has, 


read, Patients have ſuffered. 
read, under my Inſpection. 


read, that neither the Diſſolution, - 


or Suppuration ſhould ſucceed, 
Sc. 


For, Mrs. Bruce, read, Miſs Bruce, 


in ſeveral Places. 


' "What * M Rakes of this Sort have feaped 

my _—_ on, if they do not affect the Sub- 
jecb ſo far as to alter the Senſe, it is hoped 
the candid Reader will correct, and Jorg. ve. 
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The Anſwer of RIchARD 
Guy, Surgeon, in Mark. 
Lane, to certain invidious 


Falſhoods and Reflections 
upon his Method of curing 
CANCERS WITHOUT Cor- 
TING. 


SIR, | 
1. I "RT has been juſth obſerved, that 
* juſtly 


Men of a malevolent and envi- 
_ ous Diſpoſition, often put a 
| TH n into the Hands of thoſe 
.* X they intend to injure, which 
may hurt d, Ss The Truth of this 
Obſervation has been not a little confirmed b 
the Book which you have lately publiſhed, 
entitled, Eſays on Medical Subjeths,. &c. par- 
ticularly by the Introduction. For the ranco- 
rous Inſinuations and Miſrepreſentations con- 
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| tained therein, _ me under a Neceſſity (per- 


Sto your Diſadvantage) of vindicatin g my 


3 4 Integrity, as an boneſt Man, and Reputation 


as 4 Surgeon. A Surgeon, Sir, in every Re- 
ſpect, as regularly educated as yourſelf ; j 
and this Vindication may poſſibly admit, nay, 
require ſuch Explanations as will afford an 
Opportunity of paying myſelf Compliments, 
which could neyer with Decency have been 
permitted, but in this very allowable Caſe of 
Self-Defence. My Readers, I hope, will 
therefore judge tenderly, if I ſhould Com to ex- 
ceed a little in this Refpe&; and rememberthat 
it was Injury, Injuſtice, and Detraction, that 
urged me to ſet Pen to Paper, againſt ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed an Adverfary: as, THOMAS GATAKER, 
« Surgeon Extraordinary to his Majeſty, and her 
* Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, 
* and Surgeon to her Majeſty's Houjhold, and St. 
© George's Hoſpital.” Indeed, Mr. GarAK ER, 

I was once well inclined to form a better 
Opinion of your Principles. 1 might have 
been warped to a contrary one, had I gi- 
ven Credit to the Aſſurances of ſome of my 
Friends and Brethren of the Faculty; but it 
is my Diſpoſition to think well of every Man 
till 1 find a juſt Occaſion to alter my Opinion. 
Theſe Hints, however, had the Effect to 
render me more wary and cautious in the In- 
tervie ws, which for the future, might happen 
between us, even ſo far as to make me think 
it 
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it not unneceſſary to minute drum the — 
lars of the Diſcourſe, that paſſed between us, 
in an appointed Meeting, at the Smyrna Coffee 
houſe, January the 6th laſt paſt, about the 
Hours of One and Two. The which ſhall be 
mentioned in their proper Order. Among 
other Things, you then informed me of your 
intended Publication, and that you believed, 
* you had diſcovered my Secret*, but that 
ce you ſhould treat me with Candour and like 
* a Gentleman.” But now, ſince you have 
altered your Mind, and have neither treated 
me with Candour, nor like a Gentleman, I 
{hall appeal for Juſtice to the Public, whether, 
after all your Objections, I have deſerved theſe 
wicked Infinuations, thoſe artful Stabs which 
you have aimed at my Integrity; and whether 
the Replies, which I am about to make, are 
not ſufficient to take off all the Malignity of 
your Falſhoods. 

' You muſt pardon me, good Sir, as you 
have ſet me no Example of Delicacy, if I 
ſhould ſometimes forget that Reſpe& due to 
your illuſtrious Perſonage ; conſidering that 
I think myſelf injured, and knowing, at the 
ſame Time, I have nothing to fear, to hope, 
or requeſt at your Hands; and as to Mr. 
Plunkett, upon whom you have endeavoured 
to uſe all the Edge of your favourite Þc:fion- 
Knife, I ſhould advue himonlyto anſwer youin 


the 


* The Medicine, which I uſe in the Cure of Cancers, 
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_ Words of the famous Empirick who was 
ſent for to adminiſter the Bark to the French 


King but oppoſed in the Adminiſtration by 
Bis Phyſicians, who alledged, that he could 


eo ſo much as explain what a Fever was. 
To which, the arch Wag replied, that it was 
a Diſorder which he could cure, but thoſe 
Gentlemen could not; and indeed he proved 


to be right in his Af son. With Reſpect to 
myſelf, Sir, I think I am obliged to be a little 


more particular, and therefore hall begin with 
ſome of your Strictures, wherein you would 


endeavour to wound me through Plunkett's 
Sides, which Attempt will do you no great 
Honor, eſpecially at your firſt Onſet; as will 
appear by my Vindication, wherein I ſhall rec- 
tify, as they occur, . Falſhoods, which, 


without ſome ſuch Reproof, may have a Ten- 
dency to miſlead the Public. 
After introducing ſeveral vague and inde- 


terminate Notions concerning the Sate, and 
Exiſtence of Cancers, you boldly aſſert, that 


the Receipt of Plunkett's Medicine, with the 


Directions for its Uſe, was left by his Name- 


fake to St. Stephen's Hoſpital in Dublin; and 


alſo, that it appears to be the ſame Compoſi ion, 
which Mr. Plunkett practiſed with here, Ge. 


If fo, Sir, this ſhould ſeem to imply, in the 
. firſt Place, that the Medicine is a valuable 


one; otherwiſe it could not have deſerved the 


Honor of being introduced into Practice there. 
But 


CF 


But as Mr. Plunkett has read your Account, 
he deſires me to tell the World, that your Aſ- 
ſertion is entirely falſe. For with reſpe& to 
the Hiſtory of the Medicine, it was originally 
diſcovered by his Grandfather above an hun- 
dred Years ago, and left to his only Son the 
Father of the preſent Mr. Plunkett, and from 
him communicated only to this latter Mr. 
Plunkett, That St. Stephen's Hoſpital, nor 

any other, ever had ſuch a Legacy nor Com- 
munication, from either of the above Plan- 
ketts, neither do they know any more of the 
Matter than the Great Mogul ; as it was ne- 

ver communicated to any Perſon whatever, 
until I purchaſed it of this laſt Mr. Plunkett, 
near ſeven Years ago, and this Mr. Plunkett is 
ready to make Oath of, and calls upon you, 
Sir, if a Man of Honor, to prove your Aſſer- 
tion, if you can: For it has been the only 
Means of their Support, from the Beginning 
to this very day ; and conſequently it mult be 
very improbable, in ſuch Circumſtances, that 
they ſhould be inclined to give it away. This 
being the Caſe, Sir, I ſhould be glad to know 
in the next Place, the Ground for the ſecond 
Part of your Aſſertion, wherein you affirm, 
the Medicine, which, according to your Ac- 
count, is uſed in Dublin, appears to be the 
fame Compolition with Mr. P/unkett's. Pray, 
Sir, how came you to know its Compolition ? 
Did you ever ſee it? How can you pretend to 


Judge 


1 1 
judge of the Appearance of a Medicine 4 
you never ſaw? Did he, Mr. Plunkett, of 
Mr. Guy, ever afford you an Opportunity of 


examining it, or of being a Spectator of their 
Manner of Application ?* What may not 
therefore be expected from a Man fo incau- 
tious in his Aſſertions, and fo regardleſs of 
Veracity ? 
'You have, with as little Reaſon, and like 
Confidence, been pleaſed, Sir, to ſtyle the 
Medicine a Cauſtic ; and have given the moſt 
exalted Ideas of the Terrors of its Operation, 
far beyond any Pain that is capable of being 
produced by the Knife: You happen, unfor- 
tunately, here again to diſplay an Ignorance 
very unbecoming the Character of a KinG's 
Surgeon; you ought to know nay, you 
have known, the Effects that Cauſtics produce 
on Cancers. But you would ſeem rather to 
evade the Queſtion, whether it be a Cauſtic or 
not, by your artful Manner of Writing; I 
had 


* At the Time that there appeared an anonymous 
Letter, in the public Papers, probably from Mr. Gataker, 
ſetting forth that the Receipt of a Medicine, which the 
Writer called Plunkett's Medicine, was ſent from St. Ste- 
phen's Hoſpital, Dublin, to London, I requeſted a Friend 
of mine, Mr. Donnelan, who had Relations mon in Dub- 

lin, to write over to them, to enquire of the Phyſicians 
at St. Stephen's Hoſpital, if they had any ſuch Medicine 
then in Uſe; the Anſwer was, that - had no ſuch 
Medicine in their Practice, knew of no ſuch Medicine, 


and conſequently it could not he tranſmitted by them te 
London. 
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had told you before in private Converſatron, 
that the Operation, and Effects of this Medi- 
cine were ſþecrfically different from all Cauſtics 
whatever, and you ought to have known, that 
applying Cauſtics, never fails ſpreading and 
enraging a Cancer more, in one Week, than 
the Diſeaſe, from its own Nature, and in its 
moſt malignant State, is capable of doing in a 
Month, and that it produces a ſpeedy Deſtruc- 
tion of the Patient ; + on the Contrary, my 
Medicine, (or, if you pleaſe, Plunkett's Me- 
dicine) never enrages, nor ſpreads the Can- 
cer, but extirpates the whole, with its Roots, 
in ſuch Manner, as no Cauſtics in the World 
are capable of doing. I am well perſuaded, 
that you would never have given it the Name 
of Cauſtic; were it not from a Deſign of cre- 
ating a moſt horrible Apprehenſion of it, and 
thereby depriving, as far as lies in your Pow- 
er, Perſons who would otherwiſe apply, from 
having the Benefit of it. But why, good Sir, 
ate you ſo malignant, if you really think it is 
a Cauſtic, to clamour, or object to a Cauſtic in 
my Hands, more than in your own, ſince you 
have given me ſufficient Reaſon to think that 
you ſecretly approve of Cauſtics, otherwiſe what 
could be your Reaſons for uſing Cauſtic Appli- 
cations in the Caſe of Mrs. in Bond- 
ſtreet? where I was afterwards called to a Con- 
B ſulta- 

| + See the Caſes, in Van Swieten's Commentaries on. 
Joerbaave, of the Effect of Cauſtics applied to Cancers. 


4 eter Oe I IT EET a ed 3 
+» 
* bod * 6 — BK 


ſultation with you; whether you did this by 


Way of Experiment to dive into my Practice, 


odr for any other Reaſon, you know beſt; but 


by the Condition in which I found the Patient, 
I thought it by no Means expedient for me to 


intermeddle, though I was immediately after 


ſeveral Times ſtrongly ſolicited to it by the 
Gentleman, her Huſband, but you had under- 
taken it; and what the Event was the Under- 
taker knows the beſt. — 

The next Article deſerving Conſideration is, 
your Effrontery, and ſelf-ſufficient Rhetoric on 
the Roots of Cancers. An infolent Kind of 
Ridicule, founded on Ignorance, here holds 
the Place of Argument, to ſhew that there is 
no ſuch Thing in Exiſtence. But, unluckily 


for you, Sir, Perſons of the greateſt Skill and 


Learning in the Science of Medicine are all 
againſt you ; and what 1s the greateſt Inſtance 
of ſhallow Faculties, you unwarily convict 
yourſelf, as I ſhall ſhew by your own Words. 
But firſt let me aſk, how you came to be ſo 
ſhort in your Reading, Mr. Gataker, as to op- 


poſe your ſingle Opinion, being no more than 


a ſimple Surgeon, to ſome of the greateſt Men 
that ever did honour to the Art of Phyſie; 
Hear the Words of the illuſtrious Boerhaave, 
and bluſh —— < For unleſs (ſays he) the Can- 
© cer be extirpated entirely, both with its 


Roos, and SEEDS, it ill be exaſperated, 
and return to the more internal Parts, ſo as 


3 


„ 8 
710 vrucher other Cancers, &c.” Aſter him; 
the celebrated Baron Van Sweeten obſerves, 
* That is called the Roo of a Cancer, by whi < 
it adheres to the circumjacent Parts, end, as 
it were, diſperſes itſelf through them; for it 
« was obſerved before, That an ulcerat ed Cancer © 
* ſent out fuch malignant RooTs, on all Sides, 
ini the adjacent Parts, by which it firmly 
© adhered. The Name of Roots (continues he) 
7s not improperly given to theſe ſpreading 
Parts of a Cancer, becauſe after it has been 
extirpated, it ſprouts up again from theſe 
Roots, / any of them are left behind.” This 
is, ſome how or other, a powerful Contradic- 
tion; and, in this Caſe, which will the Fa- 
culty be moſt inclined to credit, the little Mr. 
Gataker or the great Van Sweeten? How 
came Mr. Gataker to be fo unfortunate as to 
meet with ſuch a ſevere Correction? Why, 
© becauſe he would be fo ſufficient as fo know that 
© 7t is only in IMAGINATION that there are fuch 
© 'Roots exiſting.” You cannot, Sir, pretend 
that Boerbaave or Yan 'Sweeten are obſolete 
Writers. The former lived ſince my Time, 
and the latter is, at this Day, principal Phy- 
ſician to the Empreſs. However, it ſeems 
this new and doubtleſs more diſcerning Doc- 
trine of yours, muſt give them both, and all 
other Writers, the Coup de Grace, as well as 
me. It is Pity, that you never read thoſe cles 
brated Authors; but I am willing to place? 
B 2 your 


A 


* 


A 


mY 


————— > 
—— —  $ Ü 
8 \ * Hu - 6 


125 
| | 
| " 
| — 
| 
| 
of | 
1 


E 1 

your Want of Reading to your Hurry of Bug 
fineſs; for I cannot think, that if you had road 
you would have been hardy enough to have at- 
tacked me in a Point fo clear, or to have 
charged me with imagining the Exiſtence of 
| the Roots of Cancers, which by the Judg- 
it ment and Experience of your Betters have re- 
| ally exiſted — and all this only with a View 
| 
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to perſuade the World, that my Medicine is 
uncapable of extirpating a Cancer with Roots, 
becauſe, as you ſay, Cancers have no Roots, but 
in Imagination. Theſe are your own Words, 
Mr. Gataker : © But if any one was to pretend 
© that theſe Medicines would not only deſtroy the 
* Tumour, or Sore, which they are applied to, 
. « but would even eat, or draw out the Roots of 
'' © rhoſe Tumors or Sores, it would at once appear 
1 « impratticable to a Perſon truly informed of 
il the Nature of theſe Diſorders. And for the 
6% Reaſon which could poſſibly be given 
| © becauſe he would know, that there are not any 
« ſuch Roots exiſting but in Imagination.” For 
the Difficulty of deſtroying the Tumor, and 
| eating out the Roots, with which you 
ſeem to be puzzled, I ſhall leave you to 
Il ſtudy a little longer, to explain it if you can. 
| For I have never given any ſuch Deſcriptions 
myſelf of the Operation of my Medicine, and 
I ſhould be glad to know, on my Part, what 
Turn or intereſted Views it could ſerve, as you 
pretend to inſinuate, if I were to enter into a 
Debate 


A. 


A 


By: ſtander can witneſs this Truth, and I hope . 
they are not all to be ſuſpected of Falſnood. 


Wi 
Debate whether Cancers have Roots or not: 
If I cure them it is ſufficient, and that Ido 
cure them, can be proved by Hundreds of 
Inſtances. I have, and do ſtill aſſert, that 


Cancers have Roots, and that they are to be 


ſeen in every Caſe, where they are extirpated | 
by my Method, Every Patient and every | 


SE, 


But when a Cancer is cut out of the Breaſt, | 
or any other Part, the fight of them is loſt in 
the ſame Manner as are the numerous ſmall | 
Veſſels in a Piece of Butcher's Meat, being 
divided at the Time of Diſſection, and ob- 
{cured by the Blood, which iſſues from the 
Wounds of the principal Veins and Arteries: | 
But this Concealment does not take away their 
Exiſtence, though to the incurious Obſer- | 
ver they may be imperceptiblo. But I need 
proceed no farther, ſince I have upon this 
Point, what I imagine the Reader will call | 
your Recantation or Confeſſion. For thus ſays | 
Mr. Gataker, © It may be ſaid indeed, that ſuch | 
* Roots are ſometimes viſible after a Tumor has. 
© been extirpated by theſe cauſtic Applications. 
« It is certainly true, that the Appearances. 
« which are called Roots, are ſometimes vifible,\ 
© after a Scirrhus or cancerous Tumour has been. 
« extirpated by this Method; and ſo there are 
* after other glandulous Tumors have been extir- i 
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* TTY cauſtic Apes 
reconcile, if you can, theſe, which appear to 


Teave you to 


me to be evident Contradictions, 
Place you abſol utely deny any ſuch Roots to be ex- 
Ming, and then confeſs that what are called 
Roots are ſometimes vifible. Why, if they re- 
ſemble Roots, and, as Yan Sweeten obſerves, 
do the Office of Roots, why ſhould they not 


4 be called ſo ſtill? Are Mankind to change 


[| their rational and etabliſhed Modes of Speech 
to gratify the ignorant Conceit of Mr. Ga- 


| 

1 

ol 2 
. Taler? 

. | 


Senſible, I ſuppoſe, of your Inconſiſtencies, 


Ul vou would afterwards cut my Throat with a 
| || Feather. I 


© 298 Undoubtedly (fay you) it muſh} be diſagrec- 


1 6 able to a Man, ſuppoſed to underſtand the 
Principles of his Profeſſion, and to beacquaint- 
ll © ed:qwith the improved State of Surgery, to be 
i © obliged publiciy to adopt and ſupport fuch an 


e Notion, and yet in Mr. Guy's Situa- 
tion, it might ſeem neceſſary.” 


[| Sir that it is no obſolefe Notion, being main- 
|| tained by the greateſt Phyſicians of the preſent 
| Age, and founded upon Reaſons, which you 
cannot remove. But what would you imply 
by that invidious Imputation in Mr. Guy's 
Situation? Certainly my Reputation as a Sure 


geon, has ever ſtood as clear as Mr. Gataker's; 


(| my Circumſtances, if you mean them, are 
6 more 


For in one 


Unfortunately courteous! You have NT) 
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more probable. to 


put me above diſhoneſt or 
mean Actions, than yours. It is true; I be- 
lieve, your Situation is indeed better, than it was 
a few Years ago, ſince I remember, from the 
great Goodneſs of His MajesTr, in raifing | 
you ſomewhat above many others of your Fra- 
ternity, but Honors and Miſdom do not always 
go Hand in Hand together. What a Man of 
Conſequence you would ſeem to be, in giving 
us an Account of the © obliging Manner, in 
« which the Company of Surgeons appointed 
you to read their Lectures? And yet, I ſup- 
poſe, that you would ſcarce | have plumed 
yourſelf upon it ſo much, if you had been 
aware, that this had been alſo my Situation: 
For the Company appointed me likewiſe Maf- 
ter of Anatomy, in the ſelf- ſame ob/1grng Man- 
ner, that they appointed you. And about eight 
Years ago I gave Lectures in the Theatre as 
well as yourſelf. This then, I think, may 
_ ſuffice for Situations. 25 
therefore leave this Subject to come to 
the Diſcuſſion of a very intereſting Point. 
Here are very heavy Charges laid againſt me, 
which are to be cleared up, and wide Differ- 
ences again in our Opinions. Vou pretend that, 
Mr. Guy frequently endeavours, in the 
* ſtrongeſt Terms, to repreſent, and heighten the 
* Grievances of the Operation by Inciſion. The 
Pain of this, and every other Operation is in- 
* deed to be lamented; but as Mr. Guy could 
9 not 
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rr be inſenfible that the Pain excited by Plun⸗ 
© kett's Medicine is, in ſome Parts of its Ope- 
ration, not only. as ſevere as almoſt any Pain 
© that be can be ſuffered, but much aggravated 
in Compariſon with the other Method, by the 
« fedious Duration of it; as he muſt be equally 
Wl < ſenſible, that there are many cancerous Caſes, 
WW *< which from their Size, their Situation, and 


this Medicine applied to them; and as in 
© other bad Caſes, he has declined the Applica- 
tion, where they have afterwards been relieved, 
© or _— the common Operation, &c. 
| Now, 87 
you would have left the Public to have judged 
for themſelves, whether I have heightened 
the Grievances of Cutting, in any Terms, that 
might deſerve Cenſure. Indeed I do not con- 
conceive it is poſſible to do it; but before I go 
further into this Argument, relating to the eaſi- 
eſt Method of curing Cancers, whether by your 


cutting Method, or mine without cutting, 


Þ -—_ 
— 
— 
— YA — 
— — — — 
— _ — — 
* — —— 
— 28. — 
7 AV no op 2 — 5a 
* * * * * 


2 "ISO = - — — — - 
— — 
- 
. 
Pye IE — Oo —ä—U—ñ—7 ð —-— — — — 02m <p 
N —— 


Cancers out, as well as yourſelf, until I became 


and will venture to affirm, that I have per- 
formed, and ſtill can perform the Operation, 
with the Knife, with as much Dexterity as 


* Vid. my Eſſay of Scirrhus Tumors and Cancers ; 
and Practical Obſervations on Cancers, &c. c. 


« other Circumſtances, cannot admit of having © 


ir, had you quoted my Words * 


let us premiſe, that formerly I uſed to cut 


acquainted with an eaſier and better Method; 


yourſelf, if I ſhould at any Time be deſired to 
do 
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Way; though I confeſs I ſhould rather wiſh © 


to be excuſed, for I have not imbrued my 
hands in Blood for near theſe ſeven Years paſt. 


However, this may ſerve to inform you, that 


I have my Option to proceed that Way, if I 
pleaſe, and neceſſity ſhould fo require. How- 
ever, in Oppoſition to it, I do aſſert now, 
what I never did before, that cutting, and what 
follows by taking up the Blood-Veſſels with 
the Needle, and then tying them with the 
Ligatures, as is the common Practice, is, of 
all Pain that I have been able to form a Judg- 
ment of, the moſt grievous, ſevere, and ter- 
rifying, and believe that «few or no Wo- 
men, would ſubmit to have a Breaſt cut off, 


were they not perſwaded of there being no 


Alternative but that, or Death. The latter 


Idea will frequently, together with Hope, 
enable them to ſuſtain, and admit of ſuch an 
Operation. But ſuppoſe I go farther, and 


comparatively conſider the Conſequences ſome- 


times attending this, as well as other Ope- 


rations by the Knife. You ought not 
to be ignorant, Sir, that there are certain 
Times, when the Blood, Juices, or the Ha- 
bit of Body, which you pleaſe, is in a too 
relaxed or diſſolved State, at which Time, an 
Operation of this Sort before mentioned, fre- 
quently from its Irritation, produces high Fe- 


vers, Convulſions, the Locked Jaw, and 


C Death 


do it by a Patient in Preference to my other 


#- 
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il Death! in a few Days, and this certain Time 
1 impoſſible to be known by any Skill what- 
ever; whatever, any one may pretend to the 
contrary, 1 have ſeen it happen many Times, 
and ſo muſt every one, who has known any 
conſiderable Share of Practice. To obviate 
a Part of this Danger, the Hoſpitals have en- 
deavoured to ſubſtitute the Agarick, and other 
Strpticks to ſtop bleeding, without taking the 
Ligature to their Aſſiſtance; and happy would 
it have been for many, had they met with ſuch | 
Succeſs, as to haveeſtabliſhed it in general Prac- 
tice, ſeeing it is much to be feared, that on tying 
the Bood-Veſlels, a Branch of a Nerve will be 
frequently included within the Ligature, and 
when it ſo happens, that alone is capable of 
producing all the above Symptoms, even tho! 
the Patient ſhould be otherwiſe in a good State 
of Health, and it is ſometimes impoſſible to 
diſcern, or avoid. ſuch Accidents from the 
great Flux of Blood iſſuing at the Inſtant, that 
an Operation is performing. God forbid ſuch 
Misfortunes ſhould be general, I do not mean 
to ſay it, nor ſhould have gone ſo far had I 
not been forced through your Indiſcretion 
and Malevolence, to compare the Nature and 
Conſequence of one Operation with thoſe of 
the other. In general, after any capital 
Operation, by the Knife, Opzates are given in 
order to ſtifle Pain, and take off that Trritation, 
which | is occaſioned by it: Theſe are continued 
e N more 
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more or leſs, accordingly as Symptoms abate; 
or require the. Uſe of them, and without this 
Method more ill Succeſs would happen, than 


does. Now in Reſpect to the Effe&sof my Medis 
c:ne, wherever it hath been applied, though in 


ſome Caſes it may have given conſiderable Pain; 


yet the Pain was never ſo great as to throw 
the Patient into an high Fever, or any Fever 
to continue many Hours; and not one Patient 
in twenty, has any Fever at all, nor even {6 
much Pain as to confine them a fingle Day to 
2 Bed-Chamber; nor have I, in any one Caſe, 
in all my Practice, had Occaſion to give an 
Opiate; but for the Generality my Patients ate 
ſo well as to go Abroad during the whole Pro- 
ceſs of the Cure, and this I can prove from 
many of thoſe Caſes which I before have pub- 
liſhed, as well as others more numerous, mr 
unpubliſhed. 

As a Specimen, I will give you thoſe of 
the three Perſons following, who are now un- 
der Cure, by my Method, having all of them 
Scrrrbuſſes in their Breaſts. 

The fri at Mr. —, in Cornhill, is a 
Lady of the moſt tender and delicate Conſti- 
ution, labouring under another griev- 
us Diſorder, beſides that of her Breaſt, for 
vhich I defired that a Phyſician might be 
onſulted, and Dr. Fothergill was appointed, 
nd has attended her. This Lady has 'gone 
23 45 the Operation by my Method, has 

C 2 never 
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never had the leaſt Fever, to keep her ont of 


the Dining-room any one Day, nor has ſuf- 


fered any conſiderable Pain, or injury to her 
Health from the Medicine. The Scirrbus is 
extirpated, and ſhe is near well of that Com- 
plaint, for which I attended her. 

The ſecond is a Lady at Mr. , in Ta- 
viſtock-Street, who came later under my Care 
than the aforementioned Lady; the Scirrhus 
is now coming out of the Breaſt ; ſhe has com- 
plained of more Pain than the former, but 
has had no Fever, is well in Health, has not 
been confined; to her Chamber a ſingle Day, 
was at the Play while ſhe was under my Hands, 
and told me, that the Pain was not ſo great as 
to diſappoint her of the Pleaſure ſhe expected. 
She 1 is in a promiſing Way to do well. 
The Zhrrd, a Lady, at Mr.—, near Temple- 
MS with the ſame Diſorder as the above, began 
the Operation in the like Manner, the ſame Day ; 
has fared better than them both; has had no Fe- 
ver, and very little Pain, ſo little as not to con- 
fine her; for ſhe has gone out to her Friends 
almoſt every Day from the Beginning to this 
Time; the Scirrbus is coming out, and ſhe 
appears likely to do well, being in gooc 
Health. The whole of the Pain is over wit 
them all. 

I have entered into no Particulars in Reſpec 
to the Pain, farther than is neceſſary to th 
Point propoſed; namely, ſor diſtinguiſning be 
tween the Situations of thoſe under my Me 


tho 
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thod: and thoſe that are cut, the Truth ef 


Which may be known to any one, who will 


pleaſe to call on me for further Information; - 


or they may ſee the Ladies themſelves. + 

I ſhall now endeavour, Sir, to tſhew 
the great Difference between your ſingular 
Opinion, and that of others of the Faculty; 
both in Reſpect. to Pain, Propriety, and Suc- 
ceſs, with Regard to the different Methods 


aforementioned, for the Cure of Cancers. - 


Theſe are not ordinary Evidences, which I am 
about to produce, but Gentlemen of Repu- 
tation in the Profeſſion, whoſe Judgments are 


to be depended upon, and I doubt not, but 


will do Honor to my Cauſe ; they were un- 
der Neceflity to give a Preference either to 
my Medicine or Cutting. Let the F acts give 
Evidence for themſelves. | 

Dr. Jones, an eminent Phyſician at Haver- 
ford-Meſt, brought his Lady to London, in order 
to have a Conſultation on her Caſe; ſhe being 


afflicted with a large CAancerous Tunior: in her 


Breaſt. The Opinions of thoſe he conſulted 


were, that ſhe muſt ſubmit to part with the 


greateſt Portion of her Breaſt, by i:c:/i1on, as the 


only Means to avoid a greater Misfortune. The 
Shock the Doctor received at the Sentence, 
being a competent Judge of Conſequences, | 


occalioned his. heſitating a few Days; after 


which he applied to me to diſcourſe upon the i 


Matter. No Man was more diſtreſſed, nor 


— — 
"_ 5 © E ? 
T% "CS * Th MC ge Ear 7 = —_ 
0 k 7 8 — * 0 p : —— —— 1 : { - — . 
Reer Wenn = | 2* P N 
9 . * n W - * Bet 1 my 4 "VS. TW. ws. 2 * — 2 * 1 — - 
— . * w — J W * 8223 7 * C 1 8 — p » — C 
. — 2 LY : SE by — 5 
CO T2 —_ 


TS _—— — 1 ; — — 
om S» — WM CET... = — 
1 .] 


wei Shed N 


9 8 | TL A n n 
« wn ">, 1 1 
0 22 
N * mY 
: | a 
3 7 2 2 . | 
. 3 = . * 


| weighed with more Attention the Argumetit 
| on both Sides, to obtain his Wife's Cure by 
the Method which ſhould be eaſieſt, and 


ſureſt. He determined upon the Uſe of my 
Method againſt that of cutting, and brought 


his Lady the next Day to my Houſe for an 


Inſpection of her Caſe. She was immedi- 
ately put under my Care, and the Scirrhus 
was extirpated by my Method. She had no 
Fever, nor any conſiderable Pain, ſo much as 
to diſorder her; ſhe received a perfect Cure, 
and has continued well now above five Years. 
Some conſiderable Time afterwards, the Doc- 
tor tranſmitted me a Paper, which contained' 
his Opinions concerning this. excellent Me- 
thod of curing Cancers which he choſe to ex- 
perience in Preference to others; deſiring me 
at the ſame Time to publiſh it. But as I have 
always found that Facts themſelves, were ſuf- 
© - ficent Recommendations, I thought that 1 
had then no Occaſion to make any further 
Uſe of it, than juſt as a Narrative of the Cure. 
The ſaid Paper may poſſibly now be of more 
& Service for the future, as the Doctor upon 
| thoſe Principles, has ſince recommended 
Caſes to me, which have done Honor to his 
Recommendation, by the Succeſs wWherewith 
they have been attended.  _- __ 
Doctor Fernibough, an eminent Phyſician, 
and an old - Prafiitioner, at Cheſter, (now 
lately deceaſed) had been at firſt a great 
_ ee Enemy 
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W and ehre ſer of my Method of curing: 
for he had endl 8 in vain) to 
diſſuade ſeveral of his Patients afflicted with 
Cancers from coming to London to be under 
my Care; but afterwards finding them return 
Home cured, he laid aſide his former Pre- 
judices. And as it happened ſome Time after, 
that his only Daughter (Mrs. Oliver) became 
afflicted with an Incipient Cancer in her Breaſt 
The Doctor immediately on her diſcovering It 
to him, ſet out with her for London, and with- 
out Delay, put her entirely under my Direc- 
tion. The Lump being recent, it ſubmitted 
to Reſolution, and ſhe returned Home cured 
in a ſhort Time, to the entire Satisfaction of 
her Father, as well as herſelf: For upon this 
Event, the Doctor became my very good 
ab rac: and recommended to me, afterwards, 
every Caſe that came in his Way. This Caſe 
may poſſibly be remembered by Dr. James. 

Doctor ———, an eminent Phyſician in 
London, put his Wife under my Direction, 
for a Tumor in the Breaſt, which had much 
the Appearance of being cancerous, but hap 
pily ſubſided by reſolvent Means. The Lady 
received a perfe& Cure in a ſhort Time; her 
Caſe being always kept extremely private, is 
the Reaſon for omitting the mentioning of her 
Name. The Do&or bas Generoſity enough, 


however, to fatisfy any one, that ſhould 8 
yately « defire it, 
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A Lady now * my Care, a Relation to, 
and . by Mr. Lee, an ingenious, 
and eminent Surgeon, at Mile-End, London, 
had then a retracted Cancer in her Breaſt, 
which has ſince been extirpated by my Method, 
and is now near well. She yk had no 
Fever at all, nor ſo much Pain as to pre- 
vent her from coming daily to my Houſe 
to be drefled. Mr. Lee candidly confeſſ- 
ed his Approbation of my Method, know- 
ing a Lady now living in his Neighbour- 
Hood, whom II formerly cured of this Diſorder, 
which induced him, as I conceive, to give 
the Preference to my Method, not ſuffering 
his Relation to be loſt, in Compliment to a 
few others, alike worthy in their Principles 
with Mr. Gataker. 
Mr. Page, a judicious and experienced Sur- 
geon and (I believe) Senior Surgeon to the 
Hoſpital at Brijtol, having been Witneſs of 
my Succeſs in extirpating a Cancer from the 
| Breaſt of a Lapy, Siſter to a noble Eaxr, 
was thence induced to bring his Nieceto London 
for my Advice, ſhe being afflicted with a Can- 
cer on her Face, which had deſtroyed about 
half the End of her Noſe, together with near 
the whole Noſtril, and ſpreading upwards to 
the Eye-lid, to the great Deformity of a beau- 
tiful Face, the young Lady being about enty 
Years of age. He firſt took the Opinions of 


two of the moſt eminent Surgeons at St. James's 
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End of the Town, whoſe opinions were, that 
every Thing had been done already that they 
could | adviſe, and recommended palliating 


the Diforder as far as poſſible; Mr. Page then 


conſulted me, and thought proper to leave his 
Niece in Town under my Care; in a ſhort 
Time afterwards the Lady's Face was entirely 
healed, and ſhe returned to Briſtol perhaps as 
happy as any Mortal could conceive her- 
felt; nor have I any Advice of her not con- 
tinuing well. Here the Knife could not be 
applied, and if there was a Method of curing 
Cancers by Cauſtics, he would undoubtedly 
have made uſe of them, and not have ſuffered 
the Diſorder to have continued for near- two 
Years; attended not only with the uſual Dan- 
ger, but alſo with the increaſe of ſuch a fright- 
tul Disfiguration. 

Here is another Caſe, the laſt I ſhall give, 
and in Mr. Aylett's own Words, as they ſtand 
in the Magazine. 


To the AUTHOR of he LONDON 
MAGAZINE. 
SIX, 

O perufing a Treatiſe on Cancers juſt 

publiſhed by Mr. Gay, I expected to 


have ſeen my Siſter's Caſe inſerted among others 


in his Book, but obſerving the Number of 
Caſes limited, may ſuppoſe that to be the 


Reaſon of its being omitted. However, as L 
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| elteem her Cure to be a very extraordinary and 
notable one, I deſire the Liberty of introducing 
it in your Magazine, in juſtice to Mr, Guy, 
and for the good of the Public. | 

About two Years before we conſulted Mr. 
Guy, my Siſter, Mrs. Melliora Aylett, was 
troubled with a Pain in her Breaſt, which was 
diſcovered to proceed from a ſwelled Gland 
juſt under the Nipple, for which bleeding, and 
laxative Medicines were adminiſtered very fre- 
quently, and likewiſe an Iſſue made in the 
Arm. The Breaſt, with the Nipple, after- 
wards contracted, and drawed in, more and 
more, until the Swelling oradually became 
of the Size of a large Hen's Egg, diſcoloured, 
perfectly cancerous, and ſcarcely moveable 
from the Ribs. I conſulted another Surgeon 
on the Occaſion, as we had the more Reaſon 
to fear bad Conſequences from the unhappy 
Fate of her Mother, who died of the ſame 
Diſorder, and ſeeing the like Misfortune com- 
ing on my Siſter apace, I was defirous of her 
coming to London to be under Mr. Guy's Di- 
rections: He very kindly undertook her Cure, 
though diſcouraged by ſome Appearance of its 
having before been in the Family; yet in Con- 
ſequence of his Skill in the Treatment of her 
Caſe, ſhe received a perfect Cure in little 
more than two Months Time. 

I] cannot help adding, that I conſider Mr. 
Guy's _—_— and Method of treating Can- 
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cers as a moſt valuable and intereſting Improve- 
ment in . not only from the Succeſs 


attending it, but as ſuch Cures are to be a. 


fected without uſing the Knife, a Circumſtance 
of great Comfort to the afflicted with thoſe 
miſerable Complaints, and deſerving of every 
Encouragement that can be beſtowed on it. 
During the Time of her Cure ſhe never had 
any Fever, nor underwent much Confine- 
ment. GEO. AYLETT, ſen. 
Seht. 4, 1762. Surgeon, at Rumford, Eſſex, 
N. B. She continues per jeeHy well af this Time. 


This Caſe, Sir, I term a very bad one, 
and if Mr. Aylett had thought cutting out the 
Cancer, would either have proved more ealy 
for her to bear, or likely to ſucceed better in 
the Event, I have no Reaſon to think, that 
he would have brought his Siſter to me; ſince 
he neither wanted Judgment himſelf, nor the 
beit Advice from others, that was to be had. 

The above Caſes are not inſerted ſo much 
with a View of proving the Succeſs of my 
Practice, for I think the former Publications 
of that Sort may ſuffice for the Conviction of 
any reaſonable Perſon,* who conſiders, that 
no Man can ever pretend to'be infallible, eſpe- 


cially in ſuch uncertain Affairs as human 


Health and Life: as to demonſtrate to every 
Reader, how far Envy and Malice will carry 
D 2 _— 


Vid. My Eſſay, and practical Obſervations, with 100. 


Caſes, dedicated to the King, with his Leave. 
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Men 3 are jealouſly inclined, and would 
live only for themſelves,) in their Attempts 
upon their Neighbour's Reputation ; wherein 
if the injured Perſon be really uſeful, the Public 
muſt be Sufferers as well as he, as being thereby 
deprived of his Aſſiſtance. My Reputation 
might probably have been made a Sacrifice to 
Mr. Gataker's evil Deſigns, had I not, for my 
Detence, the powerful Weapons of Truth and 
a good Character; for when a Man becomes 
in ſome Degree eminent in his Profeſſion, 
ſach Advantages are apt to attract the Eyes 
of the Public, who at the ſame Time are ge- 
nerally too ready to receive diſadvantageous Im- 
preſſions, on the leaſt Plauſibilities. But un- 
der theſe Diſadvantages, I flatter myſelf, that 
what I have aſſerted will be well received, ſee- 
ing it is ſtrengthened by the Aſſent, and Opi- 
nion of others, indiſputably ſkilled, and judi- 
cious in the Merit of the Queſtion, and who, 
notwithſtanding the moſt inveterate Prejudices, 
that Art or Falſhoods could throw in the Way, 
were not to be miſled againſt their Reaſon and 
the Evidence of Facts. Such were undoubt- 
edly their Motives for truſting their neareſt 
Friends to my Care, and giving the Preference 
to my Method as the leaſt hazardous Means of 
receiving permanent Succeſs. | 


1 have ſtill ſome Remarks to make upon the 
ing Words of Mr. Gataker. n 


A 


„ 
a "a 


„ e 


0 e ee, 


——— 
4212 


F 29 1 

„ A be * be equally ſenſible (you ſay) that 
; there are many cancerous Caſes, which from 

their Size, their Situation, and other Cir- 
cumſtunces, cannot admit of having this Me- 
* dicine applied to them. | 

This Allegation is certainly moſt true, for 
it cannot be applied to ſome of the internal 
Parts; nor do I chuſe it, where a Cancer is of 
an enormous Size; in either of which Caſes, 
however, the Cure by the Knife will be liable 
to the ſame Objections, as will hereafter be 
ſhewn in another Place. 

But to proceed to the whole of the Objec- 
tion: You add further, As in other bad 
* Caſes he has declined the Application of the 
Medicine, where they have afterwards been 
* reheved, or cured, by the common Operation, 
. 

I cannot think it a Reflection, Sir, to decline 
the Application, where | think it cannot prove 
ſucceſsful; for in this Point, if I were not to 
be guided by Experience, I ſhould as often 
be ſhipwrecked as thoſe who unſkilfully and 
indiſcriminately uſe the Knife. For in * 
Inſtances, where there is no Proſpect of a 
Cure, I always ſhould adviſe the moſt eaſy 
and palliative Means. And your farther Sug- 
geſtion likewiſe, of ſuch Patients being after- 
wards relieved by others, I ſhall readily ad- 
mit likewiſe ; for I would not, like you, pre- 
tend to have che whole Skill of the Profeſſion 
centered 
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centered in myſelf. To relieve them in ſuch 
Caſes may be conſidered as lying within a very 


limited Compaſs, for all that then, in general, 


comes under the Surgeon's Province is, to keep 
them eaſy in the Dreſſings, and as clean as 
poſſible: The moſt important Part in ſuch un- 
happy Situations, will become the Province of 
His Skill will here be ſhewn 
in preſcribing ſuch internal Medicines, as may 
keep the Body in proper Temperature, and 
abate, as far as Art will go, the uſual 
Sufferings incident to ſuch Caſes, by that 
Means protracting the Deſtruction, which 
might otherwiſe more immediately enſue. But 


if you mean, by the Words before recited, to |. 


inſinuate, that I could not uſe the fame com- 
mon Means of Surgery for relieving, that 
others do, you then are moſt aſſuredly miſ- 
taken. Though, indeed, as my Practice for 
ſeveral Years paſt, has been too extenſive to 
admit, in general, of an Attendance on incure- 
ble Caſes, which would interrupt or prevent 
my aſſiſting others in more hopeful Situations, 
my Reputation has ſometimes ſuffered, in ſuch 
Inſtances, by Men of your Claſs of thinking, 
who have been willing to miſtake the Reaſon 
of my Non-attendance : For, wherever I am 
concerned, nothing leſs than an 77fa/l:ble Cure 


is expected, although it ſhould have happened, 


that my Attendance was only aimed to velieve. 


Of ſuch Circumitances Advantage has been 


taken 
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taken to my Hurt, and therefore this Treat- 
ment will make me more cautious for the fu- 
ture, of putting it into the Power of my Ene- 
mies to miſrepreſent me. 

You ſay, that bad Caſes have been cured 5 


the common Operation, 1. e. cutting, where I 


had refiiſed applying my Medicine; J have al- 


ready confeſſed, that there are Caſes, where I 


do think it not prudent to apply my Medicine ; 
but notwithſtanding, I believe you would be 
able to collect but very few, very few indeed, 
where I have declined applying my Medicine, 
and Amputation had afterwards proved ſucceſſ- 


ful; not but that there may be ſome Inſtances 


found, yet too inſufficient tor you to boaſt of, 
I have ſometimes been conſulted in Caſes, 
where the Knife could only take Place, and 


there has been ſome Probability of Succeſs 


from it, and in every one of thoſe Caſes I have 
never failed recommending ſome one, or 
other of the Profeſſion, whoſe Skill and Dex- 
terity was well known, (for as I have before 
obſerved, I had rather be excuſed the Perform- 
ance where I can) and appeal to thoſe cele- 
brated Surgeons Mr. Sharpe, ſen. Mr. Minors, 


Mr. Martin, and others, for the Truth of 


this Aſſertion. You yourtelf know an Aﬀarr 
of this Kind in the Family of a noble Lord 
where you had had the Direction, though I 
was afterwards conſulted : the whole Breaſt 
was nearly ſc:rrhous and very large, and yet 


you 


CF 

you had never mentioned any thing of the 
Operation yourſelf ; perhaps ſhe might be be- 
low your Notice, being only a poor Servant; 
but being determined to do every thing in my 
Power to ſave her, though her Caſe was then 
become very deſperate, I requeſted one of the 
aforenamed Gentlemen to operate, while I a(- 
ſiſted him, and aiterwards, by our cordial 
Concurrence together, ſhe happily received a 
Cure. You may perceive by this, Sir, I am 
not that Enemy to Heighten the Grievances of 
the Knife, when no other eaſier Method can 
take Place, or the leaſt Hope preſents itſelf 
of its proving ſalutary; but on every Occaſion 
like this, 1t is giving the unhappy Sufferer, but 
a mere, and deſperate Chance for a Cure. For 
it too often happens, under ſuch Situations, 
that the whole Maſs of Juices have participa- 
ted of the cancerous Virus, which will not 
only then prevent the wound made by the In- 
ciſion from cicatrizing, but alſo be the Cauſe 
of its expanding itſelf again more largely, and 


producing direful Events to the Patients. That 


there are ſome Inſtances where ſuch Misfor- 
tunes have not enſued, I readily agree, and 
where I have declined the Application of my 
Medicine, but I rather conceive this to be a 
Compliment, than a Cenſure either upon my 
Skill or Integrity, for being cautious in the Ap- 
plication of it, under improper Circumſtances. 

You 
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ou, again, in the next Paſſage, Sir, 
diſcover the various Paſſions of Envy, Hatred, 
Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs, by your 
following Words: „ 
De frequent Inſtances which occur where 
« it has been uſed (my Medicine) and with 
« an apparent Succeſs for a Time; but where 
ce in reality the Patient have ſuffered, under 
« the moſt ſevere Return of the Diſeaſe. 

If ſuch Inſtances, Sir, had befallen my Prac- 
tice, more than that from the Knife, they might 
have created an Objection to it. But as the 
Balance ſtands ſo eminently great in my Fa- 
vour, (and which alone is the Object of your 
Envy) I cannot think that Suggeſtion favours 
at all your Side of the Argument: For I have 
in my Writings, before taken Notice, that the 
greateſt Security againſt the Return of the 
Diſeaſe, is that of taking Care in due Time, 
and J happen to be authoriſed in my Opinion, 
by a learned and ingenious Surgeon *, who 
has lately publiſhed a very intereſting Diſſerta- 
tion, on the Hnutility of amputating Limbs, 
&c. Speaking of the Cancer, he goes ſo far 
as to ſay, That it ſhould be extirpated before it 
takes Root, or not at all. Now ſeeing, that it 


very ſeldom happens, that the Patients who 


apply to me with Cancers, come under my 
Hands, until they have tried the Skill of 
"= others 


* Mr. Balguer, Surgeon-General ta the Armies of the 
King of Pruſſia. 
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others firſt, or have permitted the Diſeaſe to 
become malignant, as malignant perhaps as if it 
were hereditary; it is by no Means giving it a fair 
Chance of Cure; from thence indeed, it may 

with Reaſon be expected that ſometimes ſuch 

inveterate Diſordere may return again: I do 
not deny, but that Ihave experienced it, but they 
have often been cured again, though when ſuch 
Returns have aroſe, e 2 Contamination of 
the Juices, or occult Scirrbi, in the remote 
or internal Parts, then, in ſuch Caſes, I fear, 
all the Art of Man will prove in Vain. But a 
Cancer is not tlie only Diſeaſe, that is ſubject 


to ſuch Returns, Fiſfulas, the Stone, the Evil, 


and many other Diſorders, ſhe the Inefficacy 
of the Knife, as well as Cancers, where they 
are. diſcovered to be conſtitutional. But to 
what Lengths will not a malevolent Diſpoſition 


hurry a Man! Even in an Inſtance of this 


Kind *, where you were conſulted, you frank- 
ly « declared before the Lady, who was my Pa- 
tient, and myſelt, that the Method I had made 

Uſe 


* This Lady "OP a Year after the Lump had been 


extirpated, had a ſoft ſpungy riſing of Fleſh, where the 


Lump was before, which, thougi it ſince has proved 


troubleſome, t9 ſuppreſs, has neither injured her 
Health, nor given her ſo much Pain as to confine her from 
going out conſtantly: And it is farther to be obſerved, 


that ſome other Complaints, which ſhe had been long ſ ub⸗ 


jekt to, had, ſince this happened, left her, which there 


are great Reaſon to think, fell upon the Breaſt, and cre- 
aicd the latter Disorder; beſide chis, the Cancer had 


; deen before in the F amily. 
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Uſe f for extirpatin the Scitibils, from her 
' Breaſt, was not to de charged, with what 
happened afterwards, and oblerved that the 
fame Conſequence would equally have en- 
faxed, had the Operation been performed by 
the Knife: But now you would infinuate a 
quite different Doctrine, to ſerve a Purpoſe of 
Malevolence. | 
No reaſonable Perſon, I may venture to af- 
firm, will ever look for infallible Succeſs in 
any one; I am ſure there never have been any 
fuch Pretenſions on my Side, nor can the Na- 
ture of ſo terrible a Diſeaſe, as the Cancer, 
poſſibly admit of it, ſeeing there is frequently 
a Variety of other Diſtempers concomitant, 
that may fruſtrate the Succeſs. And if it 
were the common Practice for Phyſcians — 
Surgeons to uſe the fame Inveteracy againſt 
each other, as you have ſhewn to'me, on Ac- 
_— of unavoidable Accidents ; ; 1 fay, if 
n ſuch Occaſions they were to be continu- 
a y charged with the Want of Skill or Inte- 
grity, it would deſtroy Reputations ſo faſt, 
that the Patients muft be left without Hope, 

and the Practitioners without Practice. 
But after all, Sir, do you think it will be 
any Advantage to your Cauſe, to give the 
Public an Account of every Inſtance, you can 
poſſibly collect of my ill Succeſs ? If you, do, 
ſuſſer me on the other Hand, ſo far as to Join 
Iſſue with you. in ſach an Undertaking, as in 
E 2 Return 
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Return, to. give them a Catalogue of the 


Names, Places of Abode, and Circumſtances of 


"thoſe numerous Patients, that have been cured, 
and remain cured, which J imagine will fink 


you into that Contempt in the Eye of Man- 
kind, which Men of ſuch invidious and malig- 
nant Turns of Mind can ill ſupport, and 


moſt richly deſerve. 


This Diſpoſition of yours, Sir, makes me 
watchful of every Artifice ; and therefore I muſt 
examine the following ation, which ſuf- 
ficiently demonſtrates your Propenſity to de- 


Ceive. 


You inform the Public, That he Methed 


of Extirpation (of Cancers ) ) by © The Common 
«* Way, or by Inciſion, zs practicable upon 


e every Occgſion, that is within the Reach of 


© any external Means. 


Pray, Sir, what do you mean by the Co- 


Mon Way? Becauſe you fay,—oR BY INCI- 
$10ON, which makes them two diſtin& Prac- 
tices. The Common Way, is the Way by 
Cutting, which you endeavour to perſuade 


the World, is more eaſy than my Method. 
If you had known any other Way to extirpate 


"i eule without cutting, I ſhould ſcarcely 


have fallen under the Violence of your Envy, 
and Diſpleaſure: For I was the ff Perſon 


that ever extirpated a Scirrbus from the Breaſt, 
without Cutting; and I have never yet let you, 


or any other into that Secret. But if by the 


Common Way, you mean the Method 2 the 
An- 
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Antients, which was by the Ligature and 


Actual Cauterie, (the hot Iron) that is not 
now quite ſo common: becauſe the exceſſive 
Cruelty and ill Succeſs attending ſuch an 


Operation, occaſioned the Moderns to ex- 
plode it. You ſeem by this diſingenuous Con- 


trivance, to be afraid that your favourite Me- 


thod of extirpating by the Knife will not paſ 
ſo current with diſcerning People, as mine 


may without the Knife; therefore like an 


adept in Sophiſtry, you would impoſe upon 


them and induce them to think, that there is yet 


remaining another Common Way, or Mgpium, 
of extirpating, ſhould they refuſe Admittance 
to the Knife. Indeed Attempts of that-Sort, 
from the miſtaken Notion, that I admit of the 
Uſe of Cauſtics, have been made by many, 
ſince my Succeſs has became an Object of 
Attention, owing perhaps to ſuch as yourſelf, 
who have given out that I do it by Cauſtics, 
which has involved them in ſuch Errors, as 
inſtead of eſtabliſhing a Practice of this Sort, 
has totally put an End to it, as a Thing attended 
with the moſt fatal ill Succeſs. But as a little 
Specimen of their Undertakings, obſerve the 
Events only of the three following Caſes, out 
of a great Number of others that have come 
before my Inſpection. 

Captain —— having a Cancer in the 


Lip, in Circumference about the Size of a 


Silver Penny, was adviſed by his Surgeon to 
let him attempt the Extirpation of it by Cauf- 
tics, 


avis. 
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ted. The unfortunate Gentleman com plied, 


and its Effects were, that the Sore in ard 
ſix Weeks Time, ſpread to that Deg 
whole Lip was very near deſtroyed, together 
with great Part of his Chin; Part of the Jaw- 


ree, that the 


Bone was bare, and the Joint ſo fixed, that he 
could not open his Teeth; ail the neighbouring 


Glands were tumified to a very great Degree, 


and the Smell was fo offenſive, nothing could 


exceed it. In this ſtate he applied to me, being 
but a few Months ago, it being then out of 


my Power to relieve him. I was informed he 
died ſoon after. This Caſe could not poſſibly 
have raged and ſpread to the above ſhocking 
State in ſo ſhort a Time, but from the inju- 
dicious and dangerous Uſe of the Cauſtic. 
Nearly about the fame Time, a Gentleman's 
Servant, afflicted with a Cancer on his Lip, de- 
fired my Advice. The whole Lip, except a 
very ſmall Piece, was eaten away, his Cheek 
tumified and indurated up to the Eye-lid, Part 
of the Maxilla bare, the adjacent Glands 
ſwelled, the Carotides grown to the Size of a 
Man's Fiſt. This unhappy Object informed 
me, that when he went to the H -I the 
whole of the Cancer did not then aceod the 
Size of a Sixpence ; nor was there any Swell- 
ing of the above Parts; that he was dreſſed 
every Day with Cauſtic Applications, which 
always produced the moſt ſevere Pains, and 


Oy the Parts by Piece-meal, until he 


could 
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could no longer DE. it; at which Time he 
was diſcharged ; what afterwards became of 
him, I have nat heard. 

Mrs. fent for me being in the fol- 
lowing Condition : Her Breaſt entirely gone 
to the adjacent Muſcle, and circumſcribed by 
a large curvated callous Fuxqus. She was 


emaciated almoſt to a Skeleton, and a conti- 


nual Fever upon her, with Loſs of Appetite, 
&c. &c. She informed me, that ſhe had had 
a Scirrhus in the Breaſt, which was about the 


Size of a Duck's Egg, at the Time ſhe ap- 


plied to her Surgeon. He adviſed her to let 
bim cut it out, but ſhe could not be brought to 
ſubmit to it, and intimated that ſhe propoſed 
taking my Advice. She was then told, that I 
uſed Cauſtics, and if ſhe pleaſed, he could 
take it out with Cauſtics *, as well as Mr. Guy; 


ſhe readily then ſubmitted to have a Cauſtic 


applied ; and theſe were continued until ſhe 
became in the above calamitous Condition, 
when her Surgeon deſired that ſhe would ſend 
for me. I ſaw her only that very Time; but 
heard that ſhe died within a Fortnight after- 


wards. Theſe were the Conſequences of Expc- 


riments, from Cauſtics, and ſhew the Evils 
attending the ſame. 

Such Infinuations, Sir, againſt my Practice, 
are likely to do more Miſchief to Mankind, than 


all 


* This ſhews the Vulgar n that Mr. 
Guy made uſe of Canflics, 
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all your other Suggeſtions or Malice put toge- 
ther; for, except you could ſteer them right in 
your Common May, as you term it, which Com- 
mon Way you have here ſeen exploded as chime- 
rical and not exiſting, it ought to be a Check a- 
gainſt your miſleading them forthe future; moſt 
eſpecially in a Diſtemper, where one falſe Step 
ruins all, irretrievably. Whenever any Thing 
new preſents itſelf in medical Affairs, every 
one is attempting to follow it; and, if in the 
Purſuit of the Diſcovery, they ſhould chance to 
take a wrong Step many mult ſuffer from the 
raſh Experiments, until ſuch Time as repeated 
Misfortunes put a Check to the Whole. And 
then very often begins a Clamour againſt the 
true Method, for ſome Men cannot bear to 
ſee another excel them. This has been ex- 
actly my Caſe, and moſt probably will be con- 
tinued on to others, to the great Injury of the 
Art of Healing, and to the ſuppreſſing and 
diſcouraging of uſeful and important Improv- 
ments. 

Another bold Doctrine on your Part preſents 
itſelf, Sir, which for the Good of the Public, 
deſerves Attention, you are pleaſed to aflert 
chat, Neither the Sige of the Swelling, nor its 
ce Situation are in general ſufficient Objections 
& 0 the Operation, (meaning Cutting) then ſal- 
cc ving it over with the Words When other 
Symptoms allowed it, &c. I will ſuppoſe, m 
Fayour of your Argument, that there ſhall be 


NO 
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appear to be infected; 


3 


no Symptoms to forbid it, either in Reſpect to 


the State of Health of the Patient, Adbęſon of 


the Swelling, or the ill State of any Glands 


in the Neighbourhood of the Part, that ſhall 
yet I ſhall ſnew, that 2 


general there are great, very great Objections 


in the Way, with Reſpect both to the /orge 


Size of cancerous Swellings, and their Situa- 


tions, e. g. when the whole Breaſt is thus af- 
fected, it is conſequently large, and though 
it ſhould be otherwiſe, under the moſt 8 


able Circumſtances; if ſuch be extirpated, both 


the Healing and the Cure will become exceeding- 
ly doubtful; the former on Account of the great 
Loſs of Tegument, which is unavoidable by the 
Operation; and may alone prevent the 
Wound from cicatrixing, and leave behind 


an incurable Ulcer, which uſed to be ſo often the 
Caſe, after Amputation of Limbs ; for which 


Reaſon the double Inc:fion was invented to 


preſerve ſufficient Teguments, which is a great. 
Improvement, and anſwers well in that Point ; 
but this cannot take Place in a large cancerous 


Breaſt, where almoſt the whole of the Tegu- 
ment muſt be taken away by the Operation: 

And even ſuppoſing the beſt, that the Sore ſnould 
heal, we are now to conſider the Compleating of 
the Cure. The Cicatrix is in common fo tender 
and infirm at ſuch Times, that the Sore ſel- 

dom remains long cloſed; I ſpeak in gencral. 
Alſo when a Breaſt in this State, is cut off, 


F it, 
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it, for the moſt Part, puts on the Appearance 
of Healing fof a little Time, and then the 
Sore alters on a ſudden, flies open, and grows 
malignant, nor can it be recovered, to the 
promiſing Aſpect, which it juſt before had 
borne, and this is owing to a diſeaſed State, 
which the Juices are generally in, when Can- 
cers are grown to a very large Sige; for though 
it may appear, at the Time of the Operation, 
that the whole of the cancerous Mafs had 
been fairly extirpated, it often happens, that 
ſome Portions of the diſeaſed Glands, or 
the Roots are left concealed behind, and in 
either of thoſe Circumſtances, it may interrupt 
the Cure. Men of Experience well know, that 
it 1s very rare, that a laſting Cure is performed 


in thoſe Situations; and it is impoſſible to know, 


in What State the Juices are, until you have 
entered upon the Trial. Should a large Can- 


cer be ſeated in the moſt Muſcular Parts, and 
where no confiderable Artery interferes, the 
above Objections {till remain; and when ſeated 


among the leſſer Muſcles, it can ſcarcely be 
extirpated with Safety; becauſe not only Ar- 
eries of Conſequence muſt be divided, but 


alſo becauſe the Bone muſt nearly, if not totally, 


be denuded, in order fairly to extirpate it, and 
the 3 a Caries and other Miſchiefs may enſue. 


You cannot forget an Inſtance of this Sort | 
in the Caſe of Lady S— -., Where 1 was 


called in order to a Conſultation with you. 


The 


BO — 


obs © 


The Cancer was not large, but lay very deed be- 
tween the Wriſt and the Elbow, near about the 
Midway. The Cancer had before been cut out, 
but that Operation did not ſucceed; on which 
Account, I ſuppoſe, you thought it expedient 
to cut the Arm off, above the Elbow, and 
therein you was certainly right, for had you 
done it near the Part affected, the Roots of the 
Cancer would have repullulated, and the Cure 
might have failed. 

I muſt inform you farther, Sir, that Can- 
cers in general, which are large, peculiarly 
bury themſelves deep, and their Baſe is broad, 
which Things are both great Obſtacles to a 
a ſucceſsful Iſſue. After all, though we will 
ſuppoſe them poſſible to be cured, under the 
favourable Circumſtances firſt mentioned, 
ſuch as the Patient's having otherwiſe a 
good Habit of Body, and fo forth (Advanta- 
ges, which by the Way, are ſeldom to be 
ſeen.) For at the Time when Cancers advance 
in their Size, they accumulate other bad Symp- 
toms to them, and not one in twenty of thoſe, 
which are in Breaſts, ceaſe from diſeaſing their 
neighbouring Glands, in the Axilla, or adhering 
before the Time, that they become large. In- 
deed there may be known of this Kind ſome 
Inſtances where Amputation hath ſucceed- 
ed; but they will bear no Proportion to 
thoſe, that happen to the contrary, Cauti- 
ous and humane Surgeons would rather let 

F2 their 
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their Inducement for performing the Operation 


at ſuch Time be the Patient's own Deſire, than 


any Perſuaſions or Encouragements they 
could give, knowing the Event to be 
very uncertain: and where there is no Alterna- 
ie but Life or Death, a bad Chance muſt be 


better than none. But I can by no Means par- 
don your Preſumption, in aſſerting that neither 
the Size nor Situation are in general ſufficient 
Uh jections to the Operation. 


For, the celebrated Van Swreten very juſtly 


remarks, Men the Cancer is large, the Ope- 
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ration will be more hazardous and the wound 
greater, whence the Cure muſt conſequently be 
rendered difficult: For frequently a great 
Quantity of Matter being daily diſcharged, 
the Patient's Body will be exhauſted, and 
waſted with a true Maraſmus, or elſe from 
the Matter being left too long upon the Sur- | 
face of fo large a Wound, and abſorbed or | 
ſent into the Blood, very often a purulent | 


Cacochymy «vill follow, to the Deſtruction of 


« the Patient. | 


It was from theſe dangerous Conſequen- | 


ces ſo commonly ſeen, that I have endeavoured | 
to caution and forewarn Perſons afflicted with 
Cancerous Complaints, that they would not 


ſuffer the Diſeaſe to ſpread, and contract | 
bad Symptoms before they take Advice ; 
and alſo to apprize them of the 

they {ſeem to have imbibed, of there being no 


Errors, which 


Danger, 


— 


Far 


D anger, until a Lump becomes Painful, OF 


diſcoloured. For Pain is by no Means a cer- 
tain Companion to ſome of them, nor even 
until they arrive at Degrees that are deſperate ; 
and when they become diſcoloured they are 
ſeldom at a great Diſtance from Opening ta 
an Ulceration ; and becauſe ſome haye lain 
dormant, for a long Time, all are not to build 
their Hopes on the ſame good Fortune, for if 
they do, many will find themſelves unhappily 


deceived. You have been endeavouring, Sir, 


either through Ignorance, or what is worſe, 
wantof Ingenuity to level Reflections againſt my 
benevolent Intention, and Deſire, of ſaving un- 


fortunate Women, who might unſuſpectingly 


be in the Road to Ruin, by faying © that Fear 


* might magnify Objects into Importance, and 
* Ignorance and Artifice confirm the Delufion. 
If it were not, that I ſcrupled to throw Reflecti- 
onson ſome, whoas I believed,onlyerredin Judg- 
ment, in refraining from giving timely Notice 
to their Patients: I ſhould Expatiate largely 
on this Head, I mean Procraſtination and De- 


lay, of extirpating Tumours, that might 


have been cured ; but, from thence, were 
advanced out of the Power of Art to relieve. 
J know indeed, that as in general Rules 
there are Exceptions, it might happen, that al- 
tho nineteen Inſtances confirmed my Senti- 
ments, yet if the 7wentieth were on the __ 

ide 
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Side, it might afford you Occaſion to cavil: 
I ſhall, however, venture to contradict ſome 
Part of your following Declarations. 

As to the Fullneſs and Hardneſs, which may 
© remain in the Breaſt, or other glandular Parts 

© of the Body, after an Inflammatory Swelling or 
* Impoſthumation happening there; and as to 
many other ſlight Obſiruetions in theſe Parts, 
« which Fear may ſometimes Magnify into Ob- 

« jefts of Importance, and where Ignorance or 
* Artifice may confirm the Deluſion, Theſe by all 

« fair and ſrillful Practitioners, are put out of 
« the Queſtion, and treated in a Manner proper 
« to diſperſe them, or " fu Hered to remain in their 
PHPreſent eaſy State. 

The former Part of theſe Allegations, appears 
ſomething like ſhooting a Man from behind a 
Buſh: it is true you have not ſaid directly, that 
Mr. Guy hath through Ignorance, or Artifice, 
| deluded ſuch fearful Perſons ; but yet by the 
Connection, that it carries Aide Reſt of . 
Scurrility, many may deem it a Charge upon 
me, and it 1s for that Reaſon, that I take No- 
tice of it. I therefore would afl: you {at the ſame 
Time that I ſet you at Defiance) whether you can 
produce a ſingle Inſtance in the World, where I 
have either magntfy'd, deluded, or made an ill Uſe 
of the Fears of any Patient, in a Caſe of no Im- 
portance, or where there was no likelihood of 
imminent Danger. If you know of ſuch an 
Inſtance, Sir, publiſh it; if you cannot, it 
| will 
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will appear, that you have endeayoured artfully. 
to Impoſe upon the Publick, in order to ac- 
compliſh your dark Deſigns. Cowards always 
Fight behind a Breaſt-work. If you have any 
Meaning, Sir, explain it fairly, or I ſhall deſpiſe 
you. Would you only give us to underſtand, that: 
Hardneſſes in Breaſts or in other Glandular 
Parts, Inflammatory Swellings, Impoſibumations, 
or flight Obſtruftions, are often to be removed 
with diſcutient Applications by ſuch Fair and 
Hill Practitioners as your Self? Had this 
been all you intended, you would then have 
had no Occaſion to have poiſoned your Re- 
mark by ſuppoſing, that I would Deluge or 
Deceive any more than your Self. But when 
you talk of ſuffering Hardneſſes to remain, in 
their preſent Eaſy State, becauſe they reſiſt 
Endeavours to ſoften and diſſolve them: I 
muſt frankly tell you, that ſuch ignorant Ad- 
vice may, ſooner or later, be followed by ſome 


dreadful Events. * For Example, ſuppoſe a 


Patient 


* In Proof of this, look back to your own Book, upon 
the Caſe of Eaſſer Williams, who after your fruitleſs At- 
tempts upon the Tumour in the Breaſt, to keep it in the 
Eaſy State as you call it, was ſoon afterwards forced to have 

recourſe to my Aſſiſtance; otherwiſe ſhe muſt have been 
loſt by Delays and Trifling. | 

I cannot omit mentioning another Inſtance, to ſhew the 
Skill and Ingenuity of Mr. Gataker, tho' I am loath to 
ſwell this Book beyond a Pamphlet. Ann Bull, a Servant 
to Mrs. B „in Piccadilh, now about a Year and a 
Half ago, conſulted Mr. Gataier, about a ſmall Lump in her- 


\, Breaſt,” 


Ei TW 
Patient conſults you with a Tumour no bigger 
than a Nut, and without any Pain at all at the 
Time; ought not ſuch Tumour to be regard- 

5 ed ? 


Breaſt; then no bigger than a Pea, who adviſed her to do 
nothing to it, under the Aſſurance, that it would be of no 
Conſequence ; ſhe however found it increaſe, and it was 
frequently attended with Pain, but was ſtill perſuaded to be 
of the ſame belief; until ſhe ſuffered it to Increaſe to the 
Size of a large Fig, and was of an oblong Figure, near 
toward the Armpitt; and being attended with great Pain 
at Times, it inclined her again to ſhew it to Mr. Gataler, 
when he ſaw it in this State, he declared his great Sur- 
prize at what had happened, and propoſed immediately 
to have it Cut out (pray who was guilty of Ignorance and 
Deluſion here?) ſhe was much ſhocked at the Propoſal, 
thinking how ſhe had been. amuſed, and abſolutely refuſed 
ſubmitting to it. She apply'd then to me, the Lump was 
extirpated by my Method, and ſhe became perfectly well, 
which was not quite fix Months ago. Now I will re- 
mark on the Behaviour of Mr. Gataker ſince this Affair. 
An Advertiſement being inſerted in the Public Papers, of 
my intent to anſwer his Book : he poſts away to this Pa- 
tient, was very inquiſitive, and deſired to ſce her Breaſt ; 
(this has been ſince this Book was in the Preſs) ſhe ſhew'd 
it him; he examined it, and told her it vas very well, and 
that he had nothing to ſay againſt it. But had not ſhe very 
great Pain in my Method ? bad ſhe not had a Fever ? 
did ſhe not keep her Bed? and what might ſhe pay me? 
To the firſt ſhe anſwer'd, ſhe had a good deal of Pain, 
and ſome Fever, but not fo much as to confine her to her 
Bed, or prevent her coming to attend at my Houle for 
Directions, but did not chuſe to tell him what ſhe had paid 


me. But to ſatisfy him myſelf, as to this latter Queſtion, 


ſhe brought what little matter ſhe could make up, to 
offer it me, but I refuſed taking any thing of her, conſt- 
dering ſhe was only a poor Servant. Mr. Gataber then 
offered to give her any Advice, but ſhe told him, if ſhe 

had 
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ed ? can you, as I . obſerved before, be 
aſſured that it will remain long in that eaſy li- 
mited State? certainly the Patient ſhould. be advi- 

ſed to be watchful againſt its Enlargement, 2nd 
to come for Advice again, if ſuch an Appear- 
ance happens ; fot otherwiſe it might turn 
out Cancerous, before any Thing dangerous i 18 
ſuſpected; theſe Accidents are common; and 
though they do not happen to every Per fon that 
labours under this Diforder, yet Experience 
convinces us, that there are more People ruined 
by Ten to One, than otherwiſe would be, were 
proper Precaution uſed upon ſuch ſeemingly 


trifling Beginnings. 


TheGenerality of Patients, whocome for Ad- 
vice, declare, that their Cancer aroſe at firſt front 
a ſmall Lump, which they were adviſed to do 


nothing to, under the Aſſurance, that it would 


be of no Conſequence but when they find on 
a ſudden that it is of ſuch high Conſequence, 
they have Reaſon to exclaim againſt the Con- 
duct of ſuch Practitioners, thinking, as all Peo- 
ple muſt, that it is better, in ſuch Caſes to pre- 
vent Evils, than to cure them. 

But ſhould you think an Hordneſs n the 
Application of ſuppurative or diſcutient Medi- 

G cons 


had any Occaſion for it, ſhe would conſult with me. who 
had 8 her. I think if there were no other Reflection“, 
on Mr. Gataker's Conduct throughout, the above alone, 
diſplays a Meanneſs of Soul, which a Surgeon of Honor, 


would be aſhamed of being guilty of, to one of his own 
Proſeſſion. 


| =. 2% ud 
cines, and find, after ſuch treatment, that the 
Diſſolution nor Suppuration ſhould not ſucceed 
would you not think it neceſſary to purſue other 
Means,' that the Patient might be relieved 
from the Apprehenſion of future Dangers ? 
ſurely if you did not, and theſe Dangers ſhould 
enſue, your Conduct would deſerve the 
ſevereſt Cenſure; for Women, who are no 
Judges of ſuch Events themſelves, generally 
rely on the Skill and Integrity of thoſe, whom 
they conſult; and after being informed in a 
Caſe of that kind, that there is no Danger to 
be apprehended, they will not be alarmed, 
even tho they obſerve, that the Diſeaſe manifeſtly 
gains Ground, if Pain does not happen to ac- 
company it at the ſame Time. 
And therefore, I think, that I have rendered 
a conſiderable Piece of Service to my Fellow 
Creatures, in eſtabliſhing the above Principles, 
as a Rule to be conſider'd by every one, that 
profeſſes the Practice of Phyfick and Surgery. 
And though this may through Ignorance, or 
Want of Experience, be diſcouraged by ſome 
for a Time, I am ſtill in no Doubt, but that it 
will meet with a general Aſſent hereafter, ſce- 
ing I have never argued upon the Point, with 
the ſenſible Part of the Faculty, in vain: and 
you yourſelf have concurred with me in the 
ſame Sentiments, when I told you, that the fa- 
tal Events, and the Difficulty, ſo often attend- 
ing the Cure of Cancers, were for the moſt Part 
owing 


ſophiſticating the Argument, raiſing imaginary 


Things, which he cannot form into a direct 


poſſibly have ſelected the molt ſucceſsful Caſes, 


ET» 
owing to a Delay of proper Treatment at firſt. 
But Men who are regardleſs of Improvement, 
may from an affected Oppoſition, miſinterpret 
theſe Maxims to ſerve their own Purpoſe, by 


Propoſitions, and denying what I never meant 
to perſuade. 
Lou have alſo given me, Sir, an Opportu- 
nity, by your premature Cenſure, to ſhew the 
Intentions that I had, of giving every Satisfac- 
tion poſſible to the Publick, relative to the 
Merits of my particular Practice. Your 
Words run thus, ſpeaking of the Caſes publiſh- 
ed in my Books, for even ſuppoſing theſe Caſes, 
« felefted as the moſt Succeſsful, to be fairly ſta- 
« ted in regard to the Nature of the Complatats 
« at firſt, and to = other intereſting Circum- 
« flances in the Management of them : yet the 
real Event of many of them afterwards has 
been fo little made known, where Candour and 
Fidelity to the Publick juſtly demanded other- 
© wiſe, &c. 
How eaſy is it for a Man, defirous of inju- 
ring the Reputation of another, to ſuggeſt 


Charge, or Accuſation. You ſuppoſe I may 


and fairly ſtated them at firſt, and taken the 
Advantage of intereſting Circumſtances : ] am 
glad you only ſuppoſe fo, for I ſhould have been 
ſorry to have deſerved the Cenſure of ding ſo; 
though if this had been the Caſe, I ſhould only 
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have followed the Example of ſome ph 11 


but it is evident that I did not do ſo, b 2 
nary 


Omiſſion of that 


Angular and extrao 


Cure of Mr. Aylett's Siſter ( juſt before men- 


tioned) and by the fame Rule it is reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that I had omitted others which 
would have done me equal Honor. 

No Man of leſs ill Nature, than Mr. Gata- 
ker, would have offered ſuch an Inſinuation, 
nor treated a Brother Surgeon ſo grolly ; ; indeed 
whether you believe me or not (for it is quite im- 


material) I neither had thoſe Views, which you 


would pleaſe to ſuppoſe, nor any other Motive 
to my Choice, beſides that of giving the great- 
a t Vary of Caſes, and the leaft alike that 
was poſſible, to the End that almoſt every Spe- 
cies, and different Aſpect of Cancers, might be 
known ; and that thoſe Readers, who might 
have A Cafe of their own, and want Informati- 
on, might ſome where among them find a ſimi- 
lar one, as I had diſtinguiſhed them all by their 
proper r Characleriſticko, never before noticed by 


other Writers, in order to reduce the vague De- 


ſcriptions, which are in General given, of Can- 
cers, to a more intelligible and uſeful Syſtem, by 


ſhewing the Difference between Cancers, and 


other Diſorders of the Breaſt, which are often 
miſtaken for Cancers. | 

And as an Anſwer to the latter Part of your 
laſt Paragraph, wherein you ſay * zhe real E- 


1 vente Y. wy (of thoſe Caies) afterwards 
a ' have 
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t have been fo little made known, where Candour i 


* and Fidelity to the Public juſtly demanded 
* otherwiſe, &c. I would give you to} un- 


derſtand, that both you and the Public might 


have been fatisfy'd in that Point, on Enquiry 
either of the Perſons themſelves, or their 


Friends; as for that Purpoſe, alone, their 


Names and Places of Abode were inſerted, 
But beſide this, to prove, that I had an Intention 
of Publiſhing an Account of the preſent State f 
thoſe Caſes, I will appeal to Doctor Mounſey, 


at Lord G—'s, whether or no, I did not q 


ſhew him ſuch an Account, which I had 
collected ſome Months before, and propoſed 
Publiſhing it, with ſome other Obſervations, 
as ſoon as my Time would permit. And to ſhew - 


that it is to my Diſadvantage, not to do it, 1 


I can make it appear, that there hath not 
been, among the deceaſed of my Patients, fo 
great a Loſs, as in an equal Number of Per- 
ſons, in ſuppoſed healthy States, ſet forth in 
Dr. Brackenridge's Calculations on Human 
Life; thererefore conſidering that ſome of my 


Patients were under Variety of other Ailments, it 


will appear as the greateſt Proof of my Succeſs. 

I have now, Sir, anſwered, in every : | 
Part, your malevolent Suggeſtions, and. || 
Falſhoods, ſo far as is neceſlary, to any 


important Purpoſe: and at the ſame Time, | ; 8 


have corrected ſome very material Errors, in 
your Judgment, as a Surgeon ; I ſhall now 
pro- 


if you thought proper, and that I ſhould de- 
ire ro Unreaſonable that I was ſure it 


Was 


the Hon. Mr. J. 


|| 
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of the Diſcourſe, that paſſed between us, on 
the Subject of curing Cancers, at the Smyrna 


fiſtency of what you have now advanced, with 


the fixth of laſt Fanuary ; which I ſhall take 
from the Minutes, Sc. now before me. 

Accidentally meeting with Mr. Gataker, at 
g, after ſome general Diſ- 
courſe between us, reſpecting my Practice, a 
Meeting was propoſed, to conſider how it 
might be made agreeable to me, to diſcloſe 


the ſecret Compoſition of the Medicine, and 


the Method of uſing it, in the Cure of Cancers; 

to the End, that the Public might receive the 
full Benefit of it. Mr. Caraler appointed the 
Meeting, for the ti of January laſt, between 


| | the Hours of One and Two, at the Smyrna 
| Coffee-Houſe, Pall. Mall; which was only a 
few Days after the firſt Overture. 


I came punctually to the Time, ſoon after, 


Mr. Gataker ; we went into a little back Room 
together; you politely made Excuſe for 
making me wait. Afterwards, you began with 


aſking me, what Reward I ſhould ex- 
pect; and in what Manner, I propoſed to 


Publiſh it : I reply'd, that I conceived, it was in 
your Power to repreſent it to His Ma JESTY, 


proceed, according to Promiſe, to a Relation 


Coftee-Houſe, in order to ſhew the Incon- 


what was your own Opinion, no longer agothan 
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was an Affair of great Conſequence; and tha 
it it were made known to the World, it woul 
open a large Field to Surgery. For it was 
not only beneficial in Cancers, but in ſeveral 
other Diſorders, which I had never, as yet, 
made known to the Publick, to court their 
Application; by reaſon, that I had full Em- 

ploy in Cancerous Cales. 
You reply'd, that you thought it might be 
of great Service in Cancers, eſpecially where 
the Knife could not be applied, or where 
Patients would not ſubmit to the Knife; and 
believed it would be ſerviceable in many other 
Caſes in Surgery: I then ſaid it would be of more 
Importance than you conceived ; for that, 
when known, every Surgeon would apply it 
early, before Caſes had advanced too far; and 
that no Woman would refuſe admitting it, 
| though they do the Knife; and by that Means 
it would, after a little Time, in all Probabili- 
ty, be the ſaving of Thouſands. You con- 
feſſed, that this was a Matter of great Conſi- 
deration, and deſerved Notice; but that you 
ſhould not chuſe to give your Self any Trou- 
ble about it. I own I was much ſurprized, 
as Iapprehended that you had deſigned the Con- 
trary, by the Meeting. I then told you, I 
did not ſollicit for any Reward, nor deſire you to 
trouble your Self, if it was not to your own 
Liking; that I was eaſy in my preſent Stati- 
on, and contented with the Profits of my Prac- 
tice ; 
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tice; but that, as I had a Family, and the 
Medicine had originally coſt me a large Sum 


of Money, and had been greatly improved 
by me, I could not, therefore, afford to lay 
it open, - without a Conſideration, You then 
turned the Diſcourſe, and began with aſking 
me ſeveral fitting Queſtions, relating to its 
Operation and Effects: I perceiving that you 
had no good Deſign, returned indefinite, and 
vague Anſwers. You then pretended, you 
was not fatisfy'd with the Succeſs of it, as you 
had heard of ſome Inſtances, where it had 
failed : I readily admitted, that I did not pre- 
tend to Infallibility, but offered to produce 
you Fifty, or any other reaſonable Number, 
of Perſons whom I had cured; many of 
whom, had been under ſome of the moſt emi- 
nent Perſons of the Faculty : but you declined 
entering into Proots, ſaying, it was not ſatiſ- 
factory, as you had not ſcen them from the 
Firſt, I then reply'd, I had juſt been to ſee a 
new Caſe, of one Mrs. Bruce, in Swallow- 
Street, and as yet had done nothing for her; 
that ſhe had a Scirrhus in the Breaſt, and that 
if you pleated, I would endeavour to prevail 
on her to wait upon .you, and ſhew you her 
Caſe, before I began: you gave me no An- 
ſwer, but with a ſupercilious Air, told me, 
« you believed, that you had diſcovered the Medi- 
cine; I anſwered, if you had, you was very 
lucky; but that I was ſure, no Knowledge in 

durgery 
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Surgery would lead you to it; for if it would, it 


could not ſo long have remained a Secret. You, 
ſaid, © you were going to publiſh a Book, and 
© that you ſhould take ſome Notice of it, but 
* that you ſhould treat me with Candour, and like 
* @ Gentleman: I told you, that if you did not, I 
© had the ſame Opportunity of doing my Self Juf= 
* tice, &c. &c. We then parted, and I left you 
in the Cofee-Room. I immediately reflected 
on your Behaviour, which appeared to have in 
it no other View, than that of endeayouring to 


ift ſomething out of me, which might lead you 


into a Diſcovery of my Practice; and that, in- 
ſtead of deſiring to do the Public Service, you 
meant no more, than to become my Rival; 
and as your intended Publication might poſſi- 
bly be ſomething againſt me, I determined, 
immediately, to minute down the Particulars 
of our Diſcourſe, with a Pencil, on the back of 
ſome Letters, as I rode in the Chariot, from 
the Coffee-Houſe, to my own Houle, while 
it was freſh in my Memory; and as ſoon as 
I arrived at Home, I directly copied it fairly; 
thinking, I might poſſibly have Occaſion to 
make the very Uſe of it, which I have now 
made. | . 
The next Day, I determined to requeſt 
Mrs. Bruce, to call on you, at your Houle, 
to ſhew you her Caſe, before I began her 
Cure; ſhe very kindly conſented, and waited 
en you ; ſhe informed you of her Bulinels, _ 


i'm: 1 


| that it was by my Defire ſhe came. You reply'd, 


that you had no Inclination to ſee her Breaft : 


| the anſwered, ſhe was very ſorry for being fo 


troubleſome ; and had not came, but to oblige 
Mr. Guy, and was going to return again; when 
you faid, ſince ſhe had taken the Trouble of 
coming, you would look at her Breaſt: ſhe 


then let you examine it; you told her the 
Lump might be cut out, and endeavoured much 


to perſuade her, to let You cut it out, (This 
may ſerve to ſhew your dirty Diſpoſition to ſup- 


Plant me) your Perſuaſions, however, were in 
vain; for ſhe told you, the could not bear to have 


it cut out, and was determined to be under my 
Care: ſhe afterwards left you, and went Home, 
and ſoon informed me of your Behavior! 
I then proceeded to extirpate the Scirrhus ; 


and during the Time of the Application, a fe- 


male Friend of Hers, and Yours, aſked her, 
to let you ſee her Breaſt ; whether by your 
Commiſſion, or not, I hall not pretend to 


fa ay, though it will carry a ſtrong Suſpicion of 


it. Howev er, ſhe had Honor enough, abſolutely 


to refuſe it, without aſking my Leave. She 
happily received a Cure, but had no Inclina- 
tion afterwards to wait on you again at Home; 
but ſaid, the ſhould very likely fee you, at the 
Houſe of the abovementioned- Friend, and 


that there you ſhould be welcome to examine 
the Breaſt, if you pleaſed ; as from the Inti- 


2 between her F riend and you, it muſt 
have 


th 


E 


informed of the Cure. She afterwards met you; 


I» 1 


* been impoſſible for you not: to have been 


at that Friend's Houſe, and paid her Compliments 
to you, but you never choſe to aſe ber any Queſtions 
about her Breaſt, or the Event of my under- 


taking ; for if you had, it might have been the 


Cauſe of convincing you difagreeably, that is, 


againſt your Inclinations, that it met with Suc- 
ceſs. Which Succeſs, I ſuppoſe, is your Mo- 
tive for abuſing me, ſince you have always 
ſhewn an earneſt Hankering, to become ac- 


quainted with my Manner of Practice; and 


finding your Self defeated therein, live not 
fcrupled to miſrepreient it, even to the ex- 
poſing of your Skill as a Surgeon, as well as 


injuring the Truth. 


But as upon a former Occaſion, you have 
been worked into a Diſpoſition, to retract your 
Errors, with Refpect to the Sovereign Virtues 
of the Nightſhade, * which led ſo many into 
Mittakes, $ the Effects of which may ſtill be 
felt: So upon this Occaſion, I think, it would 
well become you, frankly to acknowledge the 
Fallacies, and Miſtakes, in which you have 
been detected, recollecting what you have 


obſerved, Page 40, of your Supplement 

upon 

* Vid. Gataker's Supplement to the Obſervation on 
the internal Uſe of the Nightſpade. 

$ Vid. Your Opponent's Account of the Engliſh Night- 

ſhades, and their Effects, &c. &c. I mean by William 


Bromfield, Surgeon to her R. Highneſs the Princeſs of 
WaLEs, &c. Lage 67 to 70, 


49 p / w {7 
\ _ - 3 1 ul + 4 a 4 5 * - + ® 
1 D G r S * ad _ * . ö 
7 Oo - hs Ln PR —_— * 1 * 


© the Bart, has met with almeft 


© 75 


= pot 


. bis: FT "PW Opole to 8 Mes ; 
dicines, and the Force of / vulgar Prejudi- 


ces, and how it has been ng to ſuck 
2 Cauſe < That ſo excellent 4 Medicine as 
inſuperable 
Diyficulties, in being introduced into Practite, 
Hall diſi bed by many ; and its Virtues, at 
6 leuſt till lately, very imperfełtiy known out of 
* England — If we add to theſe Confiderations, 
the Prejudice, Tndolence, and Diſingenuity, c 


with which too many are apt to receive 
- © Diſcovery of this Sort, it aas not unreaſonable. 
© &c. &c, for the alleviation at leaſt, if not fan 


© the Cure of Cancers; and in a Diſorder of this 
* unhappy Nature, every fofjible Means of Ree 
, * hief demands the ur Attention.” 
"Theſe Words, Sir, are rather a 13 
to you, in the Diſpute between us, and ill 
agree with your preſent Conduct; therefore 
leaving you to reconcile them, as well as: you 
can, I remain, till the next Opportunity, 


Your very humble Servant, 


Max- Da us, D LPS, ; 
04. 32, 1764. Riciary Guy, 


. 


